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INTRODUCTION

Nestled in the majestic Allegheny Mountains of Western Pennsylvania, the RiverStone Estate is an impeccably restored mansion 
with state of the art amenities, stunning architecture and exquisite grounds. This extraordinary 1200+ acre estate with 6.5 miles of 

riverfront is located at the confluence of the Clarion and Allegheny Rivers in Foxburg, Pennsylvania. One of the largest privately owned 
estates in Pennsylvania, RiverStone is renowned for its breathtaking views and remarkable craftsmanship. With 26 structures, including 
extensive equestrian facilities, greenhouse, carriage house, aviary, additional residences and event center.
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Gated entry to the estate.
Equestrian facilities and event center are at the left.
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MANSION

The 3-story, Federal-style Mansion, was originally built in 1828 by the Fox Family of 
Philadelphia, PA, and (the interior) was refinished in 2002, consists of 5 bedrooms

5 full baths , 4 powder rooms, and 17 unique fireplaces.
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The rooms of the Mansion each feature a different hardwood and their 
own unique personality. After a long day retire to the library, music room, 

conservatory, English-style pub, one of the five large bedrooms, or simply take a 
trip to your wine cellar to unwind.   

6  FOXBURG



FOXBURG  7



ENGLISH-STYLE PUB
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WINE CELLAR
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KITCHEN
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DINING ROOM
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MUSIC ROOM
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LIBÑ RY
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MASTER SUITE BATH
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CARRIAGE HOUSE

Designed in 1876 by Frank Heyling Furness.

20  FOXBURG



FOXBURG  21



The Carriage House was designed in 1876 by Frank Heyling Furness, an acclaimed 
American architect, and built by a friend of the Fox Family. This beautifully crafted 
building, which was restored in 2001, is just adjacent to the Mansion and serves the 
Estate in many ways. The basement of this building is considered to be the electrical 
center for the main compound, complete with generator. The first floor functions as 
carriage room. While the second floor of this remarkable structure serves as a guest 

home; featuring a master suite, great room, gourmet kitchen and dining room.
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GREENHOUSE
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The Greenhouse was designed by Lord & Burnham,
noted American greenhouse manufacturers and builders
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GUEST HOUSES
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LAND
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BARNS
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The Equestrian Center also has a vast capability of accommodation. The grand facility 
is home to a barn manager’s apartment as well as an additional home. The home 

features a master bedroom with cathedral ceiling, a loft, and French doors that lead to 
a second story deck. The barn manager’s residence is a one-bedroom loft apartment.

EQUESTRIAN CENTER
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This Equestrian Complex was redesigned in 2003 to incorporate as well as mimic 
the design of the original dairy barns. Built in 1910, the two original barns, each 188 
feet in length and 38 feet wide and connected to form the traditional H, provided a 

classically impressive design from which to elaborate.
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ALPACA BARN
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The Alpaca Barn was constructed in 2001.

ALPACA BARN
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Originally used to house horses for handicapped riders, the Sheep Barn was updated 
with new cedar siding in 2004. In the field adjacent to the barn, stands a lean-to 

handcrafted with stone from the Estate. Both the barn and lean-to provide shelter for 
the sheep.
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HISTORY

The Riverstone Estate was originally owned by the prominent Fox family of Philadelphia, descendants of George Fox, the founder of the Quaker religion. In 1796, Samuel Mickle Fox, 
along with his brother George and brothers-in-law Joseph Parker Norris and George Roberts, purchased a number of tracts of land in western Pennsylvania from the Commonwealth. 
The land warrant was for 6,600 acres located at the Allegheny River north of its confluence with Toby’s Creek, now the Clarion River. The property became known as the Fox Farm.  

In 1820, Samuel’s son, Joseph Mickle Fox, married Hannah Emlenand and moved to the Clarion County property of his father and began construction of the main stone house. The 
original mansion was built with cut and squared sandstone from the property and was completed in 1828. In 1845, the Fox family added five feet to the north side of the house 
and twenty feet to the west side. This west addition provided front rooms to all three floors. In 1877, a north wing was added to the structure and, in 1910, a stairwell section was 
constructed for this wing. The mansion basically remained in this configuration over the next eighty years.
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The Fox family used the property as a summer home, often making the arduous trip 
from Philadelphia in two weeks. Aside from the mansion, the Fox’s built carriage houses, 
stables, an ice house, a greenhouse, barns, and a log cabin used as a play area for the 
Fox children.  They enhanced the Estate by retaining, Frank Heyling Furness, an acclaimed 
American architect, to design a signature carriage house in 1876. A greenhouse designed 
by Lord & Burnham, noted American manufacturers and builders of public conservatories 
in the United States, also stands the property.

In the early 1900’s the Fox’s brought the first Guernsey dairy cows to the United States 
and in 1910 the long two-story dairy barns. The barns were built with a pink colored 
stucco finish and gable-type roofs and formed a traditional H. The Fox family also added 
to their holdings and profited from harvesting the timber and later, oil production on 
the farm. They went on to establish, on the Estate, the first complete arboretum in the 
Commonwealth and collected specimens of all trees indigenous to the area.

In 1847, the village of Foxburg was established by Joseph M. Fox. A train station, located 
in the heart of town, which was once serviced by two railroads, provided interest as well as 
transportation. Both the Allegheny Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, were essential to Foxburg and the surrounding area amidst the influx 
of oil development in Clarion County. This charming town was once home to a unique 
two-level railroad bridge, a signature attraction of the town for many years. The distinctive 
feature of this remarkable structure is that it allowed rail traffic to pass over its top and 
regular wagon and passenger traffic to pass below. The bridges of Foxburg have changed 
over the years to accommodate the need for transportation. Most recently, a new Foxburg 
Bridge was constructed and some of the railroad tracks have been converted to hiking 
and biking trails.

Recognized as philanthropists, the Fox family took great interest in the community of 
Foxburg and built the Memorial Church of Our Father, the Hannah Memorial Library, and 
the Foxburg Golf Club. 

Built by the Fox Family in 1881, after their conversion to the Episcopal faith, the Memorial 
Church of Our Father was dedicated to the community by Joseph M. Fox in 1882.  
The design of this beautifully crafted Gothic structure is based on a church Mrs. Fox 
remembered fondly in England. The masonry stone used to construct this grand Church is 
native to the area and the painting of the “Angel of the Resurrection” above the alter is the 
work of a noted artist of the time, Edwin H. Blashfied. The adjacent cemetery is the resting 
place for some members of the Fox family.

The Hannah (Fox) Memorial Library, now know as The Foxburg Free Library, was dedicated 
to the community in 1910. Similar to that of the Fox Mansion, the library is constructed of 
gray stone from the area. Some of the many ways the library has served the community 
over the years include providing space for lectures, concerts, plays and events that have 
contributed to the success of the library as well as the community at large. In 1961, the 
Foxburg Library Association joined the Clarion County Library District and now serves 
portions of 4 counties including Clarion, Butler, Armstrong, and Venango. The Library 
currently has a collection of approximately 4,000 books, journals, audio tapes, and videos.

In the summer of 1884, Joseph Mickle Fox returned to the United States after attending 
cricket tournaments in England and Scotland with a new game . . . golf. He then went on 
to build a five hole course on the meadows of his families’ estate. With enthusiasm for 
the game rising, Joseph Fox provided the land upon which to build a nine hole course 
and in 1887, the Foxburg Golf Club was organized. Still in existence today, The Foxburg 
County Club is home to the Golf Hall of Fame and continues to be recognized as the oldest 
continuously operated golf course in the United States.

The Mansion was kept within the Fox family until 1964. The property passed through 
several owners, including a lumber company until purchased by Arthur and Patricia 
Steffee in 1996.

In the following years, the Steffees went on to restore and expand this extraordinary 
river-front estate. Now known as the Riverstone Estate, this property hosts a mansion, 
extensive equestrian complex, carriage house, greenhouse, aviary and additional 
residences and barns. The mansion was taken down to the bare stone walls and 
meticulously renovated and enlarged to include state of the art amenities and stunning 
interior and exterior architectural elements. The original dairy barns were converted to 
stable horses and then became part of the premier equestrian complex with the addition 
of a clear span riding arena, two viewing rooms, vet space, horse showers and two 
attached residences.

In disrepair at the time of purchase, the Steffees, used old photographs to restore the 
period carriage house and greenhouse. The Carriage House maintained both exterior and 
interior features incorporated in the structure by Frank Furness.

While the beauty and function, of design by Lord & Burnham, was retained in the 
renovation of the greenhouse. Now comprised of 26 structures, the RiverStone Estate 
stands as a testament to innovative, architectural, and historic integrity. The details of 
which are illustrated throughout our tour of the Estate.
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AERIAL PHOTOGP PHY

This extraordinary 1200+ acre estate with 6.5 miles of riverfront is located at the 
confluence of the Clarion and Allegheny Rivers in Foxburg, Pennsylvania, with several 

miles of trails and 23 ponds throughout the property. One of the largest privately 
owned estates in Pennsylvania, RiverStone is renowned for its breathtaking views and 

remarkable craftsmanship.  Allegheny River to the left, Clarion River on the right.
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With 26 structures, including extensive equestrian facilities, greenhouse, carriage 
house, aviary, additional residences and event center, the Estate provides a tranquil 

setting for a relaxing escape to the country.
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This Equestrian Complex was redesigned in 2003 to incorporate as well as mimic 
the design of the original dairy barns. Built in 1910, the two original barns, each 188 
feet in length and 38 feet wide and connected to form the traditional H, provided a 

classically impressive design from which to elaborate. This skillfully appointed facility 
is currently home to the Carriage Museum, Barn Stables, and Vet room with Barn 

Manager Apartment, the Equestrian Center Residence as well as the Events Center.
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In the summer of 1884, Joseph Mickle Fox returned to the United States 
after attending cricket tournaments in England and Scotland with a 
new game . . . golf. He then went on to build a five hole course on the 
meadows of his families’ estate. With enthusiasm for the game rising, 
Joseph Fox provided the land upon which to build a nine hole course and 
in 1887, the Foxburg Golf Club was organized. Still in existence today, 
The Foxburg County Club is home to the Golf Hall of Fame and continues 
to be recognized as the oldest continuously operated golf course in the 
United States.

The Mansion was kept within the Fox family until 1964.  In the 1960’s 
the Fox family who had owned the land since 1796 decided to sell the 
estate. A group of local businessmen purchased it with the intentions of 
making it into a very special golf course destination retreat. The Foxburg 
Country Club was by then being nationally recognized.

They developed a 36 hole course over the next several years and 
installed three-phase electric power underground to facilitate the 
development plans. The electric is still in place and functional.  
Infrastructure valued at ~$2M.

Eventually the development was not completed, probably because 
they were undercapitalized and the estate was sold to a local lumber 
company who held it for many years. Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Steffee purchased 
the estate in the late 1980’s and began their 30 year restoration 
projects.

The estate certainly still has major golf course development potential.

Golf course laid out on property:

The current owner developed the preliminary concept plan at right.
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Sitting on 1200+/- acres of equine, hunting, and recreational land in Clarion County, 
near the quaint little town of Foxburg, PA, the Riverstone Estate offers privacy, luxury and 
a lifestyle all its own!  

Located at the intersection of the Allegheny & Clarion Rivers, this estate has approx 6 
miles of river frontage, several miles of trails and 23 ponds throughout the property. 
The 3-story, Federal-style Mansion, was originally built in 1828 by the Fox Family of 
Philadelphia, PA, and (the interior) refinished in 2002, consists of 5 bedrooms, 5 full 
baths, 4 powder rooms, and 17 unique fireplaces. The rooms of the Mansion each 
feature a different hardwood and their own unique personality. Retire to the Library, 
Music room, Conservatory, English-style Pub, one of the 5 large bedrooms, or simply 
take a trip to your wine cellar to unwind after a long day. The estate consists of 26 total 
structures, including:

THE GREENHOUSE was designed by Lord & Burnham, noted American greenhouse 
manufacturers and builders

THE CARRIAGE HOUSE was designed in 1876 by Frank Heyling Furness, an acclaimed 
American architect, and built by a friend of the Fox Family. This beautifully crafted 
building, which was restored in 2001, is just adjacent to the Mansion and serves the 
Estate in many ways. The basement of this building is considered to be the electrical 
center for the main compound, complete with generator. The first floor functions as 
carriage room. While the second floor of this remarkable structure serves as a guest 
home; featuring a master suite, great room, gourmet kitchen and dining room.

THE ALPACA BARN was constructed in 2001. 

GARDEN HOUSE. The Garden House is most noted for a handmade stained glass door in 
the entranceway.  

DOVECOTE was designed to model the distinctive masonry details of the Carriage House 
and provide a place for doves to nest, the Dovecote was built in 2004.  

WEST (ALPHA) BARN. Hand crafted in 2001 and newly sided upon restoration, and 
provides space for a four stall garage as well as a second floor workshop,  

THE EAST BARN. Built in 2001, is used mainly for storage of farm equipment and straw. 
The structure also features the cupola from a Church in Eastern, PA.

THE AVIARY’s intriguing exterior was constructed in 2001 by fashioning red cedar logs 
similarly to that of a traditional stone building. A slate roof and copper copula added the 
finishing touches to this extraordinary structure. Coupled with a gated enclosure, covered 
with netting, the Aviary has been home to peacocks, owls and a variety of other birds.

CORN CRIB/ WOOD SHED. One of the few original structures on the Estate. The wood 
shed was newly sided in 2002.

THE CHICKEN HOUSE was restored and enlarged in 2003.

THIS SUGAR HOUSE was constructed in 2003. Featuring cedar siding and a tin roof, this 
construction was used in order to facilitate the production of maple syrup.

TIMBER STONE GARAGE. This four stall heated garage is located adjacent to and serves 
both the Timber Stone House and Cottage

THE TIMBER STONE HOUSE was custom designed by Lee Ligo, a well-known local 
architect. This magnificent five bedroom home features a 1st floor master suite with 
stone fireplace, a cathedral ceiling over the gourmet kitchen, a great room with stone 
fireplace, and dining room. There are heated slate and wood floors throughout and river 
views from several rooms, decks and patios.

THE TIMBER STONE COTTAGE provides spectacular views of the Clarion River. Also, 
designed by Lee Ligo, the cottage features 2 bedrooms, 2 baths and a great room with 
fireplace and a patio.

SHEEP BARN. Originally used to house horses for riding for the handicapped, the Sheep 
Barn was updated with new cedar siding in 2004. In the field adjacent to the barn, 
stands a lean-to handcrafted with stone from the Estate. Both the barn and lean-to 
provide shelter for the sheep.

THE MAINTENANCE BUILDING was built in 2001. This spacious metal building is used to 
house large equipment as well as provide space for a workshop and welding station.

CW  ATERFRO



THE TWO BLUE HOUSES are located next to the Maintenance Building and are identical 
in design. These houses come equipped with 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, living room, kitchen, 
deck and a full basement.

THE LOG STONE HOUSE is located on the North side of the Estate, sits upon beautifully 
crafted stone foundation.

THE COW & HAY BARN was built in 2004 and provides shelter, in inclement weather, for 
the many varieties of cattle as well as storage for their feed.

GATE HOUSE. Originally built in 1910 and restored in 2002, the Gate House features 4 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living room, dining room, kitchen and office.

The EQUESTRIAN COMPLEX was redesigned in 2003 to incorporate as well as mimic 
the design of the original dairy barns. Built in 1910, the two original barns, each 188 
feet in length and 38 feet wide and connected to form the traditional H, provided a 
classically impressive design from which to elaborate. This skillfully appointed facility is 
currently home to the Carriage Museum, Barn Stables, and Vet room with Barn Manager 
Apartment, the Equestrian Center Residence as well as the Events Center.

EQUESTRIAN CENTER RESIDENCE. The Equestrian Center also has a vast capability of 
accommodation. The grand facility is home to a barn manager’s apartment as well as an 
additional home. The home features a master bedroom with cathedral ceiling, a loft, and 
French doors that lead to a second story deck. The barn manager’s residence is a one-
bedroom loft apartment.

THE EVENTS CENTER, part of the extraordinary Equestrian Facility, is an outstanding 200 
feet in length and 100 feet wide. The clear span indoor riding arena is equipped with a 
dust control sprinkler system. This exceptional Center comes complete with a viewing 
room, office and bar.

The Estate provides a tranquil setting for a relaxing escape to the country as well as all 
of the hunting Pennsylvania offers. This property provides access to deer hunting, bear, 
bobcat, foxes, cottontail rabbits, turkey, ruffed grouse, pheasants and much more.

NTESTAT  E.



SEE PROPERTY WEBSITE AT WWW.HISTORICWATERFRONTESTATE.COM

PROPERTY BROKERED BY EDGAR å NDY JELLIFF, UNITED COUNTRY - JELLIFF AUCTION & REALTY

WWW.JELLIFFAUCTIONS.COM

WWW.UNITEDCOUNTRY.COM

570-835-4214

Book produced by Michael R. Franklin
www.HistoricWaterfrontRealEstate.com

© Jelliff Auction & Realty and Michael R. Franklin


